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Presidential Address  
 
The first thing I want to do in this brief presidential address is to welcome Bishop Martin. 
Martin, it is so very good to have you with us. Last weekend’s services in Dudley and 
Worcester were very happy occasions and I hope you feel well and truly welcomed.  
 
As most of you are probably aware, Bishop Martin and Katharine will be living in a much more 
sustainable house in Stourbridge and Bishop Martin will have his office in the centre of 
Dudley. The former will be easier for transport links and the latter much better for civic 
engagement. They won’t be moving until Easter and Katharine is working in Oxford until the 
end of this academic year so these next months will be demanding ones. Please pray for them 
and be kind to them!   
 
This is a Synod of two halves. This morning we shall be looking ‘inwards’ if you will, following 
of from the open conversations on diocesan restructuring and parish share. The turnout for 
the conversations was wonderful – thank you to all those of you who came and a big thank 
you to John Preston and those who organised them, to those who have collated the responses 
– a mammoth task – and those working on the groups following them up. These are 
challenging times but it was encouraging to witness the positive mood at our recent Bishop’s 
Council residential meeting.  I shall also, this morning, ask you to allow me to delegate my 
episcopal powers to the Bishop of Dudley and to appoint a new chair of the DBF.  
 
We shall begin this afternoon by reflecting briefly on climate change. This is undoubtedly the 
most crucial issue of our times. Earlier this month General Synod set the Church of England a 
very tough target of zero emissions by 2030. We’re going to have to take drastic action to 
meet that target but I won’t steal Hugh Burton’s thunder. I’m grateful to him and the eco-
group for their invaluable work on this – though the challenge is to all of us, as I reminded 
myself and others in my Lent message 
 
We shall then consider the motion that Kashmir Garton, one of our General Synod reps and a 
Senior Probation Officer, is binging before us. It speaks powerfully about the positive role faith 
can have on offenders I hope it will be resoundingly passed so that it can make its way to 
General Synod.  Finally, we shall then consider education, arguably the most significant thing 
we are involved with as a church.  
 
Should we not spend more time looking outwards? Should we not begin there? I believe that 
to try to drive a wedge between putting our own house in order and serving the world is 
misguided and that to attempt to look outwards without putting our own house in order is a 
very big mistake. The analogy for me is our Lord’s summery of the law. He tells us that we 
should love our neighbour not any old how but as ourselves. This implies that we are called to 
look after ourselves as well as others. In fact, if we neglect ourselves and treat others the 
same we won’t be doing them any favours.  



 
If the Church is going to have an impact on the world, if we are going effectively to promote 
kingdom values of love, compassion, justice and freedom we need to make sure that our 
church is healthy, vibrant and flourishing. 
 
Of course, the beginning and end of all we do must be to worship the Lord our God and that is 
why we begin with worship and end with a Eucharist.    


